SINCE the time of the earliest settlements the flight of refugees from Europe has been a most potent factor in the development of American science. These migrations, which resulted from religious persecution, desire to escape imprisonment or military service, curtailment of political liberties, longing for a more congenial social environment and other causes, have come generally in successive waves of disturbance in which all sorts and conditions of men were affected. While the families of peasants and workmen were chiefly involved in these movements, merchants, physicians, scholars, artists and other groups were also concerned.
